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Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

Matthew 7:14 

I have a beautiful autumn photograph of a young man on 

horseback in the Colorado mountains as he contemplates 

which trail ahead to follow. It reminds me of Robert Frost’s 

poem “The Road Not Taken.” In it, Frost ponders two path-

ways that lie before him. Both are equally inviting, but he 

doubts he will return to this place again, and he must 

choose one. Frost wrote, “Two roads diverged in a wood, 

and I—I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all 

the difference.”   

In Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7), the Lord 

told His listeners, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 

is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 

and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow 

the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (7:13–14). 

On our journey through life, we face many choices about 

which road to travel. Many pathways seem promising and 

attractive but only one is the pathway of life. Jesus calls us 

to travel the road of discipleship and obedience to God’s 

Word—to follow Him instead of the crowd.   

As we ponder the road ahead, may God give us wisdom 

and courage to follow His way—the road of life. It will 

make all the difference for us and those we love! 

-  

Lord, as we go through this day, give us eyes to see the narrow road 

that leads to life and the courage to follow it. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A14
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I N S I G H T  

Life is all about choices—and their consequences. As author 

Robert Louis Stevenson put it, “Sooner or later everyone sits 

down to a banquet of consequences.” We see this throughout the 

Scriptures as our first parents hid from God in the ancient gar-

den (Genesis 3:8), Moses was forbidden to enter the promised 

land (Deuteronomy 32:52), David was confronted by the prophet 

Nathan (2 Samuel 12), and after denying his Lord, Peter wept 

bitterly (Luke 22:62). By the same token, Moses counseled the Is-

raelites to choose the things of life (Deuteronomy 30:19), and Sol-

omon warned those who do not choose to fear the Lord 

(Proverbs 1:28–29). Why is this so important? In Psalm 25:12, Da-

vid sang, “Who, then, are those who fear the Lord? He will in-

struct them in the ways they should choose.” When the wisdom 

of God guides us in our choices, we have less reason to fear the 

consequences those choices might bring. 

For more on choices and their consequences, check out the Dis-

covery Series booklet Eve and Rahab: Learning to Make Better 

Choices at discoveryseries.org/hp031. 

 

IMPORTANT dates to remember 

Friday 26th October  Sponsor Child Fundraiser: 

     Crazy Hair Free Dress Friday 

     Please send along a gold coin. 

Friday 26th October  Sausage Sizzle—Year 6  
     fundraising 

Wednesday 31st October Drink bottle fundraiser  

     orders due back. 

Saturday 11th November Fun Run Fundraiser—year 6 

 

 

https://discoveryseries.org/hp031
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Judy Shaw Celebrates 20 years serving Carnarvon Christian School 

At the conclusion of term 3, Judy completed 20 years of service at CCS. This is 

a mighty achievement and I would like to acknowledge the many years of hard 

work and dedication Judy has put into doing what she does best—teaching chil-

dren. 

When Judy arrived at CCS there were just 12 children ranging from Kindergar-

ten to Year 7. Only 12 children but 9 levels!  The school was located in the 

Chursh Of Christ hall and Judy was both teacher and Principal. 

Judy was working until midnight and beyond every night to ensure every child 

was catered for. From the moment she entered CCS her sole motivation was to 

provide the best Christian education for every child she possibly could. 

Many nights we talk together and Judy will relate to me the seemingly small, but 

in reality, huge steps children have taken, as she has worked closely with them. 

With Judy there are no shortcuts.  She does everything in a meticulous way and 

well thought out way; thus the work she produces is outstanding.  Although, not 

as often, she will still burn the midnight oil working on school matters. 

Some years ago Judy moved out of the classroom fulltime to work in a senior 

role and help teachers cater for children with special needs.  I think this speaks 

volumes about her love for children and her desire to make sure every child 

reaches their God-given potential. 

The hit song, “Your Raise Me Up” best sums up Judy and her relationship to the 

school and myself. 

“You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains   

You raise me up to walk on stormy seas 

I am strong when I am on your shoulders 

You raise me up to more than I can be” 

 

 Principal’s Report 



 

Judy would be the first to acknowledge that her strength is in and from the 

Lord. As my wife of over 40 years, I can testify that she loves the Lord and 

that her work in the school is an overflow of her relationship with God. 

Isaiah 40:31 

But those who wait on the Lord 

Shall renew their strength; 

They shall mount up with wings like 

eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint. 

Congratulations Judy from all the 

staff and wider CCS community        

Crazy Hair Day (Fundraiser) 

The theme today was Crazy Hair Day. It was an opportunity for children to 

‘let down their hair’ (Ha, ha) and depart from the normally conservative 

dress code that schools demand. 

Children did get into the spirit of things and came to school with outrageous 

haridos. 

All money raised from this event is   

given to our sponsor child’s family who 

live in Indonesia. Trinity is now in Year 

8 and the sponsorship is used for her  

to attend school. 

                                                

 Principal’s Report 



 

 

 

Visit with Amber  

 

Last week our students had a visit 
from Ryan, a coach from the  
Western Australian Cricket          
Association and we were lucky 
enough to meet Amber, the Perth 
Scorchers mascot. The students 
enjoyed playing some games of 
cricket with Ryan and Amber     
during lunch time and they also 
got to be part of a dancing       
competition against the giant     
orange dragon, Amber. They are 
currently promoting an active   
lifestyle, sports and in particular 
cricket registrations around    
Western Australia.  

 

 

 

CRICKET INFORMATION: 

JUNIOR BLASTERS AGES 5-7 | 60 MINS • Learn new skills including catching, throwing 

and teamwork • Make new friends or organise a group to learn together • Wear 

the colours of your favourite Big Bash heroes in a personalised t-shirt •  

MASTER BLASTERS AGES 7-10 | 90 MINS • For kids with basic cricket skills • Every kid 

gets a chance to bat, bowl and field • Wear the colours of your favourite Big Bash 

heroes in your choice of coloured player cap • Make new friends or organise a 

group to play together. 

PLAY CRICKET AT YOUR LOCAL CLUB AND LEARN NEW SKILLS WHILE PLAYING AUSTRALIA’S FA-

VOURITE SPORT  

School Happenings 



Completion of CCS Nature Playground 
Vanessa and Kurt Schaefer 

 
Originally Nature Playgrounds in the US and Europe had been introduced to fight 
against children’s Computer- and TV addiction (“Green to replace Screen”). Mean-
while it is a proven fact that children who play regularly in natural settings are: 
 less often sick, 
 more physically active and less overweight, 
 more resistant to stress, 
 have lower incidence of behavioural disorders, anxiety and depression, 
 show a higher measure of self-worth, improved language- and collaboration 

skills and reduced symptoms of Attention Deficit Disorder and barely express 
any bullying behaviors 

 develop more respect toward adults. 
These health and educational benefits (and more) have been confirmed by Univer-
sities in Europe, USA and lately also Australia. 
 
In order to create a natural environment we started planting salt tolerant trees 
seven years ago on a bare two acre block (the Eco Park). We managed to establish a 
brand new nature setting with the Nature Play Ground in the centre, surrounded 
by an Arboretum of Salt Tolerant Trees that will eventually comprise over one hun-
dred species and an Orchard of Salt Tolerant Fruit Trees, partly completed with the 
crucial help of parents and sponsors. 
 
We will have a Preliminary Opening of the Nature Playground in December. 
There will be over ten devices like Monkey Bar, Rope and Board Balancing, Cargo 
Net, Ninja Course, Climbing and Abseil Units etc. for use during and after school 
hours and for family events and picnics. 
 
In the next Newsletter we will inform you about the 
Code of Use and other details like a long list of sponsors 
and supporters, access, opening hours and the date of 
Preliminary Opening. 

 
 



 
 

 

Download Schoolstream our mobile 

app to receive Communication and 

alerts from the School straight to your 

phone and devices 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Shoebox Project—Although we will probably not be able to    

collect and deliver to Perth in time for their first Christmas distribution run, 

we will be happy to be a collection point for anyone wishing to contribute 

to this fantastic outreach for their second run. Go online for more details:   

operationchristmaschild.org.au 

The two collection boxes for gifts (no need to box or wrap) will be in the 

front office and the staffroom. Please follow the gift suggestion guidelines 

closely as many of the children receiving the gifts are from war-torn, trau-

matic backgrounds. 

 

 

Could we please remind all    

families that the fun               

“free dress / crazy hair days” 

each term have a very serious 

reason behind them. We ask that   

in order for your children to be “allowed” to come in to school in free/

theme dress/crazy hair etc instead of school uniform they must pay a gold 

coin “fine!!” 100% of this fundraiser goes to supporting Indonesian        

Children attend school in Bali and supply of the texts they require while 

there. Please remind your children to “pay up” each time : ) 

 

Thanks in advance 



 

 

Crazy Hair Day—Fundraiser 

 

 

 



The following excellent information has been sourced through AISWA 
 
Healthy family relationships—what are they? 
 
Healthy family relationships help all members of a family feel safe and 
connected to one another. While all families go through good and difficult times, 
a family with healthy relationships is still able to interact with one another 
in a safe and respectful way. Positive interactions between family members 
outnumber difficult ones. 
 
In healthy family relationships, people are able to trust and rely on each other 
for support, love, affection and warmth. Families often share common goals 
and try to work together to reach those goals. For example, children may help 
their parents and carers to get the dinner dishes done so that everyone can 
relax or everyone in the family may do their own bit to help save some money 
to go on a family holiday. Some things we may see in families building positive 
relationships include: 
 
 each person in the family is valued and respected 
 two-way communication exists 
 each family member makes an effort to understand and trust the other’s point of view 
 family members check in with each other, especially when making important decisions 
 adults share responsibility, where possible, for caring roles. 

Information for Early Childhood Families 

Children benefit from healthy family relationships 

Children benefit from healthy family relationships. Children thrive on feelings of  
belonging and affection that come from having caring and supportive families. 
The quality of family relationships is more important for children’s wellbeing than 
the size or composition of the family. Whether families with children have one 
parent or two, whether they include step-parents, grandparents or other carers, 
they can build strong,  positive relationships that promote family wellbeing and 
support children’s mental health. When children receive love and support in a 
warm family environment, they are better able to take on the childhood tasks of 
exploring their world and learning new skills. They also learn from the family   
environment how to     connect to other people and build healthy relationships. 
This helps them experience more   positive peer relationships and teaches them 
how to interact with adults. Children who learn the skills of building healthy     
relationships are more likely to grow up to become confident    and resilient     
individuals. 



The following excellent information has been sourced through AISWA 
 

 

 
1 

Geggie, J., DeFrain, J., Hitchcock, S., & Silberberg, S. (2000). Family strengths research project. 
Newcastle, NSW: Family Action Centre, University of Newcastle. 

Information for Early Childhood Families 

Family strengths as identified by Australian  

Families 

Communication: Listening to each other and communicating with openness 

and honesty 

Togetherness: Sharing similar values and beliefs that create a sense of be-

longing and bonding 

Sharing activities: Spending time together doing things they enjoy (e.g., 

sports, reading, camping or playing games) 

Affection: Showing affection and care regularly through words, hugs, kisses 

and thoughtfulness 

Support: Offering and asking for support, with family members knowing 

they will receive help, encouragement and reassurance from one another 

Acceptance: Understanding, respecting and appreciating each family mem-

ber’s unique qualities 

Commitment: Seeing family wellbeing as a first priority and acting accord-

ingly with commitment and loyalty 

Resilience: Being able to tolerate difficulties and adapt to changing situa-

tions in positive ways healthy family relationships 


